
CITY OF MORRO BAY
Community Workshop #1 ïOctober 29, 2015



1.  Welcome and Introductions 

2.  Purpose of the Workshop

3.  WRF Project Goals

4. Where We Are in the Process

5. What Weôve Heard So Far

6. Tell Us More

7. Examples from other Cities

8.  Visual Preference Survey

9.  Next Steps

Workshop Agenda 



ÁWRF Program Management Team

ïMike Nunley, Program Manager

ïJohn Rickenbach, Deputy Program Manager

ïDebbie Rudd, WRF Outreach Coordinator

ÁOther Key City Staff

ïDavid Buckingham, City Manager

ïRob Livick, Public Services Director

ïRick Sauerwein, Capital Projects Manager

ïBruce Keogh, WWTP Facility Operations Manager
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ÁUpdate the Community on WRF-Related Efforts

ÁRemind the Community about Key Input Received

ÁSeek Additional Public Input on the Process

ÁConduct Visual Preference Survey

Á Inform Public of Next Steps and Schedule

Purpose of the Workshop 
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ÁProduce tertiary disinfected wastewater 

ÁDesign for cost-effective reuse

ÁAllow for onsite composting

ÁDesign for energy recovery

ÁDesign to treat for contaminants of emerging concern

ÁSite design to allow for other municipal uses

ÁEnsure compatibility with neighboring land uses

ÁThe facility must be operational within 5 years

WRF Project Goals 
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ÁContext for Project Goals: Primary Objectives

ïHigh Quality Wastewater Treatment

ïWater Reclamation

ïOverall cost-effectiveness

WRF Project Goals 
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Water Supply Improvement



Where We are in the Process 
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Regional 

Context Map



Site Map



ÁCity Selects Preferred Site for Study (Dec 2014) 

ÁCayucos Opts out of Joint Process (April 2015)

ÁñFatal Flawsò Analysis of Rancho Colina Site (Summer 

2015)

ïBiological Resources

ïCultural Resources

ïHydrogeology 

ÁFacility Master Plan Consultant Selection (July 2015)

ÁProgram Management Selection (August 2015)
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ÁFacility Master Plan Process Underway (August 2015)

ÁDeveloped Public Outreach Program (September 2015)

ÁCEQA/NEPA Consultant Selection (October 2015)

ÁGrant and Loan Opportunity Tracking (ongoing)

ÁMaster Reclamation Plan (outreach underway)
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Schedule Overview ïFirst Year
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Schedule and Program Overview
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ÁFacility Master Plan Process

ïDetermines the ñCookbookò for Development at the Site

ïDescribes Facilities to be Included based on City goals

ïLand Use compatibility emerging as key design issue

ïTechnology will be driven by design criteria

ïAddresses pipeline and lift station infrastructure

ïAddresses procurement process to meet City goals
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ÁPublic Outreach Program (prior to September 2015)

ïInterviews and Workshops (late 2013)

ïOptions Report (December 2013)

ïAdditional Site Analysis, Workshops, and Agency 

Outreach (2014)

ïRancho Colina Selected as Preferred Site (Dec 2014)

ïCoordination Between City and CSD (through April 2015)

ïWRFCAC and City Council (ongoing)
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ÁPublic Outreach Program (since September 2015)

ïWRFCAC (monthly; more often in Oct and Nov)

ïCity Council (Sept 22; Oct 13; ongoing)

ïStakeholder Interviews (October 14-15)

ïTechnical Presentations (Oct 17; Nov 17; Dec ïTBD)

ïCommunity Workshops (Oct 29; Dec ïTBD)

ïAgency Outreach (ongoing)

ïProgram Updating Website (active in November)

ïCEQA Public Review Process (2016)
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ÁCost-Effectiveness is Very Important

ïFocus on Cityôs primary objectives: treatment and 

reclamation; other amenities are secondary

ïConcerned about effects on rate payers

ïLeverage project design components to get funding

ïDelays increase costsðso keep moving

ÁLand Use Compatibility is Crucial

ïVisual compatibility, odors, lights, and noise

ïEffects on neighboring property values

What Weôve Heard So Far 
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ÁEnvironmental Concerns

ïTraffic, cultural resources, biological resources

ÁReclamation needs to benefit City water supply

ïMaximize ability to augment groundwater supply

ïRecognize the role of agriculture in drawing down water 

supply in the Morro Valley

ïGrowers interested in water, but only at the right cost

ÁProcurement Process concerns

ïShould the program determine the technology?

ïOré should technology drive the design?

What Weôve Heard So Far 
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ÁDesign for the Long-Term

ïUse expandable design and technologies

ïCoordinate with long-term growth in the General Plan

ïAnticipate regulations that support City reclamation goals

ïAddress the potential for including other customers

ÁStudy other sites, not just Rancho Colina

ïImportant to keep options open as long as possible to 

preserve Cityôs flexibility

ïUse CEQA process to examine other sites that have 

potential
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ïIssues/Concerns

ïNeighborhood Compatibility

ïPublic Amenities

ïReclamation

ïOther Ideas

Tell Us More 
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